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REBELS  WITHOUT  A  CAUSE 


The  Thirteenfold  Nexus  Statement  of  Purpose 

1 .  To  wipe  the  floor  with  that  Veritas  rag. 

2.  To  use  the  word  "poop"  at  least  once  an  issue. 

3.  To  spread  rumors  and  destroy  people's  lives. 

4.  To  discover  why  the  school's  toilet  paper  is  so  damn  thin. 

5.  To  finally  get  Normand's  recipes  using  the  finest  in  investigative  journalism. 

6.  To  serve  as  a  place  where  Mr.  Shannon  can  write  1 8  000  word  essays  about  the  joy  of 
banjo-ing  using  words  largely  made  up  by  himself  (isn't  that  just  scrumdelicious?). 

7.  To  shamelessly  plug  things,  people,  places,  products  or  ideas  that  the  editors  like. 
(Kraft  Dinner  rules!  And  Arnold  thinks  Kevin  PoUack  is  dreamy). 

8.  To  serve  as  a  place  where  any  student  or  teacher  can  express  his  or  her  opinion. 

9.  To  use  "to  be"  as  little  as  possible  (Thanks  Mr.  Shannon). 

10.  To  end  this  list  at  ten.  [Ed.:  oops...] 

11.  To  lie,  bribe,  cheat,  and  steal  to  get  a  worthwhile  article. 

12.  To  print  as  few  copies  as  possible  to  keep  students  ignorant. 

13.  To  release  the  Nexus  at  least  a  week  later  than  announced. 

If  you  should  care  to  submit  to  Nexus,  e-mail  Alex  Gatien  (  alexgatienfSjhotmail.com ) 

Arnold  Engel  (  amold.engel@emergis.com )  or  Saro  Setrakian  (  saro  1 6(g)hotmail.com ) 

Failing  that,  you  can  just  give  the  article  to  one  of  the  editors,  preferably  on  diskette. 
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OSCAR  RUNDOWN 


Marco  Viglioiie 

Leading  the  list  of  nominees  for  this 
year's  Academy  Awards  is  "The  Lord  of  the 
Rings:  The  Fellowship  of  the  Ring"  with 
thirteen  nominations,  followed  by  "Moulin 
Rouge"  and  "A  Beautiful  Mind"  with  eight, 
"Gosford  Park"  with  seven,  and  "In  the 
Bedroom"  and  "Amelie"  tied  at  five. 

Up  for  Best  Picture,  the  nominees  are 
"A  Beautiful  Mind,"  "In  the  Bedroom," 
"Gosford  Park,"  "Moulin  Rouge,"  and  the 
first  installment  of  "The  Lord  of  the  Rings." 
My  educated  guess  would  be  that  "A 
Beautiful  Mind"  would  win,  however,  my 
opinion  has  been  much  persuaded  by  the 
assessments  of  television  critics  and 
reviewers,  not  to  mention  that  I  have  not  seen 
most  of  these  movies. 

I'm  not  vei7  certain  about  which  actors 
and  actresses  will  win  the  Oscar  for  a  leading 
role.  For  Best  Actor,  many  people  postulate 
that  Russell  Crowe  will  v/in  back-to-back 
Oscars  for  his  role  in  "A  Beautiful  Mind."  In 
the  Best  Actress  category.  Sissy  Spacek 
seems  to  be  the  favorite.  It  is  her  sixth  Oscar 
nomination;  her  only  win  was  in  1980  for  the 
"Coal  Miner's  Daughter."  I  think  that  Nicole 
Kidman  has  a  good  chance  of  winning  after 
picking  up  the  Golden  Globe  for  "Moulin 
Rouge"  in  January.  Also,  Dame  Judi  Dench  is 
accepting  her  fourth  nomination  for  her 
performance  in  "Iris."  She  won  the  supporting 
Oscar  in  1998  for  "Shalcespeare  in  Love." 

In  the  supporting  categories,  I  think  Jon 
Voight  will  win  for  Best  Actor  for  the  movie 
"Ali."  Voight  won  the  Best  Actor  in  a  leading 
role  Oscar  for  1978's  "Coming  Home,"  and 
has  since  acquired  a  total  of  four  nominations. 
For  Best  Supporting  Actress,  I  am  not  certain 
who  will  pick  up  the  Oscar.  All  the  nominees 
have  had  previous  Oscar  experience  except 


for  Jennifer  Connelly,  who  was  nominated  for 
"A  Beautiful  Mind."  Marisa  Tomei  took 
home  the  supporting  Oscar  ten  years  ago,  in 
1992,  for  "My  Cousin  Vinny,"  and  was 
nominated  this  year  for  the  movie  "In  the 
Bedroom."  The  only  other  nominee  to  have 
won  an  Oscar  is  Maggie  Smith,  nominated 
this  year  for  her  role  in  "Gosford  Park."  She 
has  won  two  Oscar,  the  most  recent  being 
twenty-four  years  ago,  in  1978. 

In  the  Best  Director  category,  I  think  the 
race  will  be  between  Ron  Howard  for  "A 
Beautiful  Mind"  and  Ridley  Scott  for  "Black 
Hawk  Down."  I  want  Ridley  Scott  to  win 
because  last  year  he  was  nominated  for 
directing  "Gladiator."  but  lost  to  Steven 
Soderbergh  for  "Traffic."  "Gladiator"  ended 
up  wining  five  Oscars,  including  Best  Picture 
and  Best  Actor,  Russell  Crowe,  who  received 
his  third  consecutive  nomination  this  year  for 
his  performance  in  "A  Beautiful  Mind." 
"Black  Hawk  Down"  is  up  for  four  Oscars, 
three-quarters  of  which  are  in  the  technical 
categories.  Director  Ridley  Scott's  past 
credits  include  "Alien",  "Blade  Runner", 
"Hannibal",  and  "Thelma  &  Louise",  where 
he  earned  his  first  Oscar  nomination. 

This  year,  the  Academy  has  added  a 
Best  Animated  Feature  Film  category,  its  first 
new  division  since  the  Best  Makeup  category 
was  added  in  1980.  I  have  no  idea  what  took 
so  long  for  them  to  institute  the  full-length 
animated  feature  category.  The  animated 
short  film  category  has  been  around  since 
1932  and  was  dominated  early  on  by  Walt 
Disney,  who  won  a  total  of  twelve  Oscars  in 
that  category.  The  animated  feature  film 
category  will  be  a  tight  race  between  Disney's 
"Monsters,  Inc."  and  Dream'Works'  "Shrek," 
both  of  which  were  digitally  created  on 
computers.  I  feel  that  "Shrek"  will  prevail  on 
Oscar  Night. 
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In  the  Best  Foreign  Language  Film 
category,  I'm  pretty  sure  that  France's 
"Amelie"  will  win.  If  it  did  win,  it  would  be 
France's  twelfth  Oscar  win  for  the  Best 
Foreign  film,  just  one  short  of  the  record  held 
by  Italy  with  thirteen.  Italy's  most  recent  win 
came  in  1998  for  "Life  is  Beautifiil  (La  Vita  e 
BeUa)." 

The  Best  Original  Song  category 
includes  a  couple  of  popular  names.  Paul 
McCartney  received  his  third  Oscar 
nomination  for  the  title  song  fi-om  "Vanilla 
Sky."  Sting  was  nominated  for  the  song 
"Until"  fi-om  the  movie  "Kate  &  Leopold." 
The  song  "There  You'U  Be"  fi-om  "Pearl 
Harbor,"  sung  by  Faith  HiU,  earned  lyricist 
Diane  Warren  an  Oscar  nod.  New-age  music 
artist  Enya  was  nominated,  in  partnership 
with  Nicky  &  Roma  Ryan,  for  the  song 
"Until"  fi-om  "The  Lord  of  the  Rings:  The 
Fellowship  of  the  Ring."  And  Randy  Newman 
obtained  his  sixteenth  Oscar  nomination  for 
the  song  "If  I  Didn't  Have  You"  from 
"Monster's,  Inc." 

In  the  Best  Original  Musical  Score 
category,  I  want  John  Williams  to  win.  This 
year  he  received  a  dual  nomination  for  his 


scoring  of  "Harry  Potter  and  the 
Philosopher's  Stone"  and  "A.I.:  Artificial 
Intelligence."  Last  year,  he  was  nominated  for 
his  work  on  "The  Patriot;"  however,  he  lost  to 
Tan  Dun  for  "Crouching  Tiger,  Hidden 
Dragon." 

John  WilUams  has  composed  and 
conducted  the  scores  for  more  than  ninety 
movies.  His  resume  includes  some  of  the 
most  memorable  theme  songs  in  movie 
history,  including  "Superman",  "Jurassic 
Park"  1  &  2,  and  "Close  Encounters  of  the 
Third  Kind,"  and  the  Indiana  Jones  trilogy. 
He  has  been  nominated  for  forty-one  Oscars, 
more  than  anyone  in  Oscar  history.  He  has 
won  five  Oscars  for  his  work  in  "Jaws,"  "Star 
Wars,"  "E.T.:  The  Extra-Terrestrial,"  and 
"Schindler's  List."  For  total  Oscar  wins,  he 
stands  second  only  to  Alfred  Newonan,  who 
has  won  nine  Oscars,  most  of  which  were  in 
the  '40s  and  '50s.  This  year,  Williams  will 
also  be  directing  the  musical  orchestra  at  the 
Oscar  ceremony. 

The  74th  Annual  Academy  Awards  air 
on  Sunday,  March  24th,  live  from  the  Kodak 
Theatre.  Television  coverage  begins  at  8pm 
on  ABC  and  CTV. 
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TEEN  MASTERPIECE  THEATRE 


By  Alex  Gatien 

After  the  complete  failure  of  "5  Albums 
You  Should  Own",  I've  decided  to  try  my 
hand  at  writing  something  else.  We  all  watch 
teen  movies,  and  although  most  teen  movies 
are  probably  as  bad  as  movies  get,  there  are 


still  quite  a  few  teen  movies  that  are  really 
under-appreciated.  So,  in  a  possible  recurring 
article  [Ed.  If  we  put  out  another  issue]  I'll 
review  what  I  see  as  being  an  underrated  teen 
movie. 


Pump  Up  The  Volume 


Christian  Slater  in  a  good  movie?  After  such 
classics  as  Hard  Rain  and  3000  Miles  to 
Graceland,  it  might  seem  unlikely  -  especially 
when  it's  about  him  running  a  pirate  radio  station  - 
but  just  about  everything's  possible  [Ed.  Except  for 
an  issue  of  this  paper  coining  out  in  time].  The  film 
concerns  the  tale  of  Mike  Hunter  (Christian  Slater) 
who  moves  fi'om  New  York  City  to  a  suburb  in 
Arizona.  He,  of  course,  like  every  other  student  at 
his  massive  high  school,  hates  it  there.  So  he  does 
what  all  of  us  would  do  and  starts  a  pirate  radio 
station  with  a  transmitter  given  to  him  by  his 
parents.  His  radio  show  is  cmde  and  funny,  plays 
good  music,  and  allows  the  students  to  express 
their  true  feelings  about  life,  although  some  voice- 
altering  gadget  hides  his  real  voice.  Okay,  fine,  it 
does  sound  cheesy,  but  it  works.  Soon  enough, 
local,  smart,  cute,  funny  girl,  Nora  Diniro 
(Samantha  Mathis)  has  fallen  in  love  with  the  unknown  voice  on  the  radio.  She  then  discovers 
his  true  identity  and  he  plays  hard  to  get.  But  don't  worry;  this  doesn't  devolve  into  a  fully 
romantic  comedy  or  anything  like  that.  The  school  administrafion  doesn't  take  kindly  to  his  wild 
radio  antics  and  soon  there  is  a  crackdown  on  Radio  Free  Arizona. 


The  movie  is  well  written  and  the  two 
leads  are  well-developed,  original  characters, 
but  some  of  the  secondary  characters  are 
picked  out  of  the  high-school-movie  cliche 
bin.  The  direction  is  above  par  for  a  teen 
movie  and  the  soundtrack  is  filled  with  some 
great  songs  from  the  late-80s,  early-90s  and 
before  -  contrary  to  public  opinion,  the  80s 
and  early  90s  produced  some  great  music  - 


and  they  even  manage  to  use  the  UK  single 
version  of  "Wave  of  Mutilation"  by  the 
Pixies. 

Is  this  a  classic  film?  No,  not  at  all, 
but  it's  nonetheless  a  very  entertaining  and 
clever  teen  comedy  that's  easily  worth  the  old 
release  rental  fee. 
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THE  'DOGG'S  VERBAL  DIARRHEA 


Sometime  after  midnight  on  Jan  1st,  an 
annual  ritual  manifests  itself.  After  the 
champagne  stops  flowing  and  the  hangover 
has  worn  off,  the  modem  Neanderthal  makes 
an  oath  to  lie  to  himself.,  err....  to  improve 
hmiself  The  New  Year  resolution  is  an 
unlikely  concept  in  a  society  that  provides  so 
much  temptation.  The  widespread  "practice" 
of  this  annual  ritual  boggles  the  mind. 
Nonetheless,  in  the  first  few  weeks  of  the 
New  Year,  enrollment  in  health-clubs  goes  up 
considerably  and  spots  for  Nicorette  gum 
flood  the  evening  news. 

The  modem  man  has  exploited  water 
out  of  rocks,  money  out  of  God  and  has 
comipted  an  annual  ritual  intended  to  set 
things  right.  Conveniently,  we  celebrate  the 
holiday  of  Christ  (a.k.a.  Race-For-The-Most- 
Toys-Day)  before  the  first  of  the  year. 
Indulging  in  an  an-ay  of  goodies.  New  Year's 
resolutions  could  never  hold  up  and  the  world 
would  go  to  hell  in  a  hand  basket...  Right? 
Wrong.  Society  eventually,  by  the  second 
month  tends  to  reach  a  point  of  equilibrium... 
that  is,  until  we  have  an  impulse  to  go  crazy 
again  during  march  break  ~  glorified  on  the 
24  hours  a  day  commercial  MTV. 

The  New  Year's  resolution  at  its 
inception  was  painted  red  in  fakery.  There 
must  be  something  wrong  with  our  society  if 
we  only  care  about  improving  ourselves  once 
a  year.  The  idea  of  celebrating  something  or 
somebody  once  a  year  seems  absolutely 
ridiculous.  In  the  dirty  world  of  holidays, 
every  cause,  person  or  ideology  has  staked  a 
claim  in  the  365  days  of  the  year.  We  have 
gotten  to  the  point  that  we  will  sooner  or  later 
need  to  make  amendments  to  the  Gregorian 
calendar  to  accommodate  everyone. 

Holidays,  I  believe  are  a  ploy  to  boost 
ailing  sales  in  consumer  goods.  Name  a 
holiday,  and  I  can  match  it  with  a  company 
that  has  benefited  from  it.  Mother's  day  was 


exploited  by  the  flower  industry  to  make  up 
for  an  especially  slow  funeral  season.  Father's 
day  involved  a  ploy  by  Gillette  Inc.  to  sell 
their  "safety"  razors.  Godiva  successfully 
pulled  off  Valentine's  Day  with  the  aid  of  the 
once  again  desperate  flower  industry.  Easter 
as  we  know  it  is  simply  Valentine's  sister 
holiday.  As  Valenfine  caters  to  the  fourteen- 
and-up  crowd,  the  chocolate  industry  needed 
to  exploit  the  kids  who  watch  Sesame  Street. 
Then,  for  some  reason,  between  July  and 
December,  except  for  Halloween,  the  scene 
dries  out.  I  guess  summer  holidays  generate 
enougli  dough  to  last  till  Hanukkah  and 
Christmas.  Now  Christmas  is  a  beast  in  itself 
It  encompasses  every  single  industry  known 
to  manlcind.  With  all  its  commercialization,  it 
has  become  less  about  Jesus  and  more  about 
who  gets  the  most  toys.  Which  brings  me 
back  to  New  Year's  Day.  I  can  understand 
why  someone  would  want  to  leave  a  day  in 
the  year  to  look  over  one's  deeds  and  examine 
them  carefully.  But  just  before  another  year  of 
self-indulgence?  People  who  mark  their 
calendars  for  New-Year's  resolutions  also 
mark  their  calendar  for  Easter,  Halloween, 
Thanksgiving...  There  is  only  one  word  that  I 
can  put  to  this  phenomenon:  h\pocrisy. 

In  a  nutshell  (ah  yes,  the  Imodium  AD 
seems  to  be  working  now),  if  ideologies  or 
celebrations  were  spread  over  the  course  of 
the  year,  nothing  would  get  attention  in 
particular  and  the  economy  would  go  into  a 
downspin.  Humans  are  lazy  by  nature  and 
they  need  to  be  reminded  at  least  once  a  year 
to  improve  their  lives.  Also,  we  are  dumb  and 
need  to  focus  attention  on  one  ideology  at  a 
time  or  suffer  a  brain  over-load.  Holidays  are 
pointless  as  I  see  them.  After  all,  everyday 
should  be  a  party. 

Read  the  next  issue  of  the  Nexus... 

when  the  Dogg  barks  again. 
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WHAT  THE  TIEI.T.? 

By  the  Masked  Rottweiler,  promoter  of  the  right  to  freedom  of  speech 

Seeing  as  the  Nexus  editors  are  seemingly  favoring  anonymous  articles  to  my  own  and 
have  even  threatened  to  ban  my  column,  1  had  to  ask  the  obvious  question  that  the  millions  of  my 
fans  and  I  have  been  asking:  What  are  they  thinking?! 

To  satisfy  the  requests  of  all  my  readers,  I  wish  to  assure  you  that  the  editors  are  pure  evil, 
here  on  Earth,  to  implant  hidden  messages  into  the  minds  of  students.  With  a  recent  survey 
conducted  by  yours  truly,  I  found  that  the  vast  majority  of  the  senior  school  population  was 
surprised  to  know  that  we  even  had  a  school  newspaper  and  were  convinced  that  the  editors 
making  announcements  at  lunch  were  crazy  hoboes  in  stolen  Selwyn  uniforms.  As  a  certain 
senior  school  director  put  it  so  adequately,  "What  the  hell's  a  Nexus?"  I  figured  that  I  need  to 
raise  the  public's  awareness  of  the  editors  who  put  together  this  steaming  pile  of  dog  poop  to 
show  you  what  kind  of  people  we  are  really  dealing  with.  For  added  fun,  try  reading  this 
backwards  while  sniffing  magic  markers  at  recess  or  simply  get  Jason  Chung  to  read  it  to  you.  I 
did  both.  Good  times. 

Arnold  "What  the  hell's  he  talking  about  now?"  Engel: 

Russian  politics  aren't  fiinny  so  shut  it.  What's  with  that  insane  laugh? 

If  you're  so  intent  on  saving  the  children,  start  with  our  lunches. 

Alex  "Who  the  hell  cares  about  old  movie  quotes?"  Gatien: 
The  guy  is  about  as  low  key  as  Marco  V. 
Too  bad  he  talks  a  lot  more  than  him. 

■Tames  "What  the  Hell's  he  getting  another  award  for?"  McKinney: 

Along  with  Robby,  needs  another  award  about  as  much  as  Patel  needs  another  set  of  golden 

cufflinks.  As  a  "formatter,"  gets  about  as  much  respect  as  Shannon's  toy  bus. 

Saro  "What  the  Hell  kind  of  name  is  Saro?"  Setrakian: 


Brags  about  being  Armenian,  although  everyone  thinks  the  country  is  really  an  expensive  Italian 
luggage  company.  Uses  the  school  paper  as  a  personal  outlet  for  his  misguided,  twisted  sense  of 
humor.  Needs  help.  Preferably  before  the  next  issue. 

Patrick  "Why  the  hell's  he  playing  Tomb  Raider  again?"  Shannon 

As  funny  as  a  banjo  string  plucking,  golf-instructing,  pink-shirted  man  could  possibly  be.  Gets 
his  daily  kicks  by  writing  the  wacky  words  of  the  day  on  his  blackboard  at  8:30  A.M.  Only 
teacher  that  thinks  that  the  students'  rendition  of  "10000  bottles  of  beer  on  the  wall"  all  the  way 
back  from  Stratford  every  year  is  hilarious. 

Summed  up,  the  editors  are  just  a  bunch  of  special  individuals  who  lack  attention.  To  make 
sure  they  don't  cause  the  downfall  of  Western  civilization,  please  give  them  a  big  hug  whenever 
you  see  them  in  the  hall.  Remember  that  the  school  newspaper  is  supposed  to  be  written  for  the 
students,  not  just  for  a  group  of  misfits  who  should  really  be  called  censorers.  Yes,  I'm  aware 
that  isn't  a  real  word. 
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Introducing  the  Adam  Sandier-to- 
English  Dictionary! ! 

Did  you  ever  sit  through  a  long  Adam  Sandler  movie  or  listen  to  one  of  his  CDs,  and 

simply  have  no  clue  what  he's  saying?  Well  those  days  are  simply  over  thanks  to  the 

all-new  Adam  Sandler-to-English  dictionary!  We  took  a  highly  trained  linguist  to 

decipher  all  those  moronic  words  into  simple,  everyday  English. 

Here  are  a  few  examples: 


A-bee-do-bee :  (n)  State  of  mind  in 
which  one  is  completely  and  utterly 
drunk  or  stoned. 


Sh-li-ba-dee-sha-ba-dee :  (v)  To  admit 
that  you've  dropped  out  of  school  and 
that  you  are  now  selling  very  moronic 
humor  for  large  sums  of  money. 


So  don't  sit  through  another  Adam  Sandler  movie  or  listen  to  another  Adam 
Sandler  CD  until  you've  read  this  simple  2500  page  dictionary.  Only  70.99SII!  Call 
1-800-555-4671  in  the  next  month  and  you'll  receive  a  bonus!!  Two  hours  of  mind- 
numbing  baby  talk  that  Adam  recorded  himself  several  days  ago,  absolutely  free!! 
This  is  an  offer  that  you  simply  cannot  pass!!  So  what  are  you  waiting  for? 

Call  this  instant!!!! 


WORDS,  W  ORDS,  W  ORDS 


The  Jester  of  Gesticulation  (Arnold  Engel) 

Two  years  ago  I  saw  a  picture.  It 
showed  a  man  sitting  in  a  car.  Undemeatli,  the 
caption  read,  "Killing  time."  For  some  reason 
this  memory  returned  to  the  mind  of  the  Jester 

-  who  saw  it  as  an  omen.  There  are  two 
meanings  to  the  phrase:  namely,  that  you  are 
actually  planning  to  kill  something  and  are 
referring  to  it  in  a  way  similar  to  "play  time" 
or  "dinner  time,"  or  that  you  are  passing  time 

-  which  is  quite  harmless...  unless  during  an 
exam. 

So  at  this  point  you  might  be  asking 
yourself  where  is  the  Jester  going  with  all  this 
doublespeak  and  double-entendre  [Ed.:  and 
meaningless  jargonjl  Well,  if  you  have  read 
this  far,  you  have  obviously  been  tricked.... 


This  has  just  been  a  cheap  ploy  to  lead  into 
the  following  quotation  -  which  really  needs 
no  introduction  at  all: 

"Fm  a  quickie!"  -  Alex  Bussandri 

The  dynamic  duo  of  Potter  and  Lindsay 
(a.k.a.  Rettop  and  L  Mac),  anned  with  the 
voices  of  Jethro  Heapers,  a  carnival  low-life, 
and  an  old  British  Army  General, 
respectively,  deserve  hearty  congratulations. 
Their  brand  of  humor  is  sufficiently  lowbrow 
to  appeal  to  any  audience  and  is  truly  funny. 
To  call  them  "dumb  and  dumber"  like  some 
idiots  is  insulting;  both  Rettop  and  L  Mac 
show  streaks  of  brilliance,  with  either  an 
original  interpretation  or  a  witty  comment. 
Hats  off  to  them! 
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NEXUS  PERPLEXUS 


The  Jester  or  Gesticulation  (Arnold  Engel) 

For  years,  criticism  of  all  stripes  has 
found  a  comfortable  home  within  the  auspices 
of  the  Selwyn  student  newspaper.  In  breaking 
with  this  tradition,  we  [Ed.:  actually  only 
Arnold  thought  this  was  any  good]  decided  to 
publish  an  article  that  champions  the  spirit  of 
learning. 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year,  I  wasn't 
exactly  sure  that  I  was  making  the  right 
decision  in  taking  Honors  Science.  Now,  I 
would  luul  myself  banging  my  head  against 
the  wall  if  I  didn't. 

Not  to  offend  the  teachers  in  charge  of 
the  other  options,  but,  really,  the  concept  of 
Honors  Science  takes  the  cake.  If  you  like  the 
sciences,  you'll  find  this  course  fascinating: 
you  get  to  learn  about  all  sorts  of  neat  things 
and  do  research  on  topics  of  your  choice.  We 
got  to  ride  the  metro  AND  we  have  been 
tobogganing,  all  in  the  name  of  science!  Plus 
you  face  interesting  questions  like  this  one  on 
relativity: 


A  hyper-jct  ilies  over  a  series  of 
volcanic  vents  along  a  fault  line  in  California. 
I'm  standing  on  the  ground  [listening  to  an 
eclectic  rendition  of  Jimi  Hendrix  perfomiing 
Voodoo  Chile].  As  it  flies  by  me  [at  ludicrous 
kaleidoscopic  speeds  that  push  the  beta  factor 
into  the  stratosphere],  a  wall  of  magma 
flowing  up  through  the  Earth's  crust  hits  each 
vent.  I  see  all  the  vents  spew  molten  rock  at 
exactly  the  same  time  [which  happens  to  be 
4:20AM].  What  does  the  jet  pilot  report? 

[Obviously  a  little  editing  was  in  order.] 

But  back  to  the  point  of  the  article. 
Honors  Science  is  great,  and  it's  fun,  and 
funny  people  take  it  -  it's  no  coincidence  that 
three  of  the  four  editors  of  the  Nexus  are  in 
the  class! 

*Please  note  that  Arnold  received  no  financial 
or  academic  incentives  for  writing  this  article; 
however,  the  same  cannot  be  said  for  James 
and  Saro  who  agreed  to  put  it  in  this  issue. 


SEINFELD  HUMOR 


What's  with  the  people  who  put  carpeting  on 
the  lid  of  their  toilet  seat?  What  are  they 
thinking  -  "Gosh,  if  we  have  a  party  there 
may  not  be  enough  standing  room;  I'd  better 
carpet  the  toilet  too." 

What's  with  this  weird  hotel  custom  of 
leaving  a  piece  of  chocolate  on  the  pillow?  I 
awoke  thinking  my  brain  had  haemorrhaged 
some  sort  of  fecal  matter. 

Why  do  they  call  it  a  "building"?  It  looks  like 
they're  finished.  Why  isn't  it  a  "built"? 


Have  you  ever  noticed  that  the  waiter  who 
takes  your  order  is  not  the  one  who  brings 
your  food  anymore?  What  is  THAT  about? 
And  which  waiter  are  you  tipping,  anyway?  I 
think  that  next  time  I  go  to  a  restaurant  I'll  just 
say,  "Oh,  sorry,  I  only  eat  the  food.  The  guy 
who  pays  the  bill  will  be  along  shortly." 

Would  somebody  please  explain  to  me  those 
signs  that  say,  "No  animals  allowed  except 
for  Seeing  Eye  Dogs"?  Who  is  that  sign  for? 
Is  it  for  the  dog,  or  the  blind  person? 
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IN  THE  MAILBOX 

A  sample  of  the  Spam  that  floods  our  e-mail  accounts 


Dear  Sir, 


I  am  delighted  to  send  this  mail  to  you,  hoping  that  you  will  understand  my  predicament 
and  answer  back  without  hesitation. 

I  came  to  know  of  you  in  my  search  for  a  reliable  and  reputable  person  to  handle  a  very 
confidential  transaction,  which  involves  the  transfer  of  a  huge  sum  of  money  to  a  foreign 
account. 

Early  January  2000,  I  was  hired  as  an  independent  consultant  to  the  petroleum  recovery 
research  center  in  Angola  to  perform  the  environmental  impact  assessment  of  the  gulf  of  Angola 
(deep  water),  which  was  exposed  to  the  world  of  unconventional  crude  oil,  dealing  with  numbers 
of  American  drilling  contractors  from  where  I  made  an  inventible  fund  of  US$  45  million. 

Significantly,  the  age-long  victimization  against  Muslim  professionals  in  this  part  of  the 
world  is  on  the  increase;  the  Government's  inconsistent  economic  policy  and  threat  to  expose 
and  freeze  our  financial  resources  is  worrisome.  To  play-safe  I  decided  to  secure  you  as  a  foreign 
partner  whose  credibility  I  found  genuine  to  front  for  me  in  your  country.  I  would  therefore  need 
your  honest  assistance  to  clear  this  fund  from  the  Security  Company  and  safeguard  it  for  me  in 
your  country.  Should  you  help  me  in  this  regard,  you  will  have  25%  of  the  money  for  yourself 
and  guide  me  flirther  to  invest  the  remaining  70%  in  any  viable  business  venture,  while  5%  is 
eaimarked  to  cover  expenses  contingencies. 

In  view  of  the  above  and  the  forestall  problem  I  have  deposited  the  project  fund  in  a  private 
security  company  in  Ghana  (Mobihaz  Maysfield  Security  Company).  I  had  duly  notified  the 
management  of  the  company  that  the  consigmnent  belongs  to  a  foreign  partner,  though  no 
specific  name  was  mentioned  as  the  beneficiary  owner,  I  will  make  further  arrangement  to  open 
memorandum  of  understanding  for  my  business  interest  and  armed  v/ith  power  of  attorney  as  the 
beneficiary  to  transfer  the  funds  to  your  country.  You  must  however  note  that  this  transaction  is 
subject  to  the  following  terms  and  conditions: 

1 .  Our  conviction  of  your  transparent  honesty  and  diligence. 

2.  That  you  would  treat  this  transaction  with  utmost  secrecy  and  confidenfiality. 

3.  The  transaction  should  be  highly  confidential  to  allow  100%  success. 

Your  telephone  and  fax  numbers  will  also  be  needed  to  enable  me  get  back  to  you  with  the 
lodging  code  and  clearance  permit  from  the  Security  Company.  As  soon  as  you  send  this 
information,  I  will  go  ahead  and  instruct  the  Security  Company  to  arrange  for  you  to  pick  up  the 
consignment.  While  thanking  you  for  your  anticipated  understanding  and  cooperation,  I  look 
forward  to  your  urgent  response. 

Best  regards, 
Debbe  Kumalo 
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SEPARATED  AT  BIRTH 
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Eric  Clapton  and  Mr.  Nicoll 


Art  Garfunkel  and  Josh  Wolfe 


Bob  Marlev  and  Nathan  Vexler 
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Ski  Day  Index 


No.  of  people  who  skipped  Ski  Day:  18 
No.  of  those  people  whose  name  is  Thomas  Crown:  3 
No.  of  people  who  actually  expected  Crown  to  come:  1 
No.  of  cripples  who  actually  expected  Crown  to  come:  1 

No.  of  people  hospitalized:  2 

No.  of  people  who  were  hospitalized  and  won  public  speaking:  1 
No.  of  people  who  truly  thought  it  was  worthy  of  winning:  2 
No.  of  people  hospitalized  by  Ms.  Biggs:  1 

No.  of  good  movies  played  on  any  bus:  1 

No.  of  monitors  on  the  all-boys  bus:  2 

No.  of  people  who  got  out  of  being  a  monitor  on  the  all-boys  bus:  17 

No.  of  jokes  Nino  told  on  the  bus:  12 

No.  of  Nino's  jokes  people  laughed  at:  3 

No.  of  Nino's  jokes  involving  Galardo:  3 

No.  of  people  who  will  see  "The  Score"  because  of  Nino:  6 

No.  of  people  who  wore  snow  pants  while  skiing:  300 
No.  of  people  who  wore  jeans  while  skiing:  1 
No.  of  people  who  think  Merritt  has  a  brain:  0 


RANDOM  THOUGHTS 


Maybe  in  order  to  understand  manlvind,  we  A    direct    Yiddish-to-English    translation    of 

have  to  look  at  the  word  itself:  "Manlvind".  "Thanks  for  nothing"  is  "Many  thanks  in  your 

Basically,  it's  made  up  of  two  separate  words  belly    button."    A    direct    French-to-English 

-  "mank"  and  "ind".  What  do  these  words  translation  of  "Let's  get  back  to  the  subject" 

mean?  It's  a  mystery,  and  that's  why  so  is  is  "Let's  get  back  to  our  sheep."  Meanwhile, 

mankind.  the  Spanish  "Go  fly  a  kite"  becomes  "Go  fry 

asparagus"  in  English.  Finally,  an  Amienian 

Why  has  the  door  to  the  stall  in  the  Macaulay  saying  "You  look  depressed"  is  really  sa\ing. 

lavatoiy  disappeared  again?  "Your  face  is  dripping[|Wl|'  in  English. 
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HERD  IN  THE  HALLS 


"1  should  spank  them  all." 

-  Mr.  Wearing 

"ril  show  you  who's  boss  tonight." 

-  Lauren  Storelli  to  Thomas  Winiarski 

"Oh  my  God!  It  always  falls  down!" 

-  Lauren,  referring  to  an  object  thrown  in  the 
air 


"Do  you  want  me  to  crush  you  with  my  manly 
might?" 

-  Michael  Sterle-Contala 

"Kick  the  fat  kid!" 

-  Michael  Sterle-Contala 

"Light  is  a  pain  in  the  ass." 

-  Mr.  Tom  Downey 


"Why  are  the  grade  nines  so  much  tougher 
than  we  are?" 
-  Adam  Stemthal 


"Think:  if  you  were  a  photon,  the  whole 
world  is  going  the  speed  of  light." 
-  Michael  Sterle-Contala 


"Gregor  is  a  dung  beetle.  Which  is  the  lowest 
on  the. ..umm... beetle  scale." 

-  Mr.  Nicoll 

"Who's  the  chick  on  the  cover  of  Maxim?" 
-Nathan  Vexler 
"Your  mom!" 

-  Thomas  Winiarski 
"I  wish!" 

-  Nathan  Vexler 


"Einstein  was  just  lucky." 

-  Mr.  Moffat 

"Let's  give  Martz  seizure  pills." 

-  Adam  Stemthal 

"I  need  a  butt-plug  with  a  filter." 

-  Najib  Sallman 


"What  a  bunch  of  moochers!' 
-  Bobby  Chon 


"I  have  an  army  flill  of  balls." 

-  Lauren  Storelli 

"If  I'm  going  to  be  teaching  here,  they  need  to 
have  access  to  genital  warts." 

-  Ms  Biggs 

"But  I'm  a  better  [female  dog]  than  he  is." 

-  James  McKinney 


"I'm  afraid  to  talk  around  you  guys!" 

-  Lauren  Storelli,  referring  to  the  Nexus 
editors 

"Have  you  ever  been  to  a  mosque?" 

-  A  grade  8  kid 
"What?  I'm  not  Russian!" 

-  The  kid  to  whom  he  was  talking 
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Selwyn  House  Index 


No.  of  times  Mr.  Wearing  stressed  that  Ski  Day  was  compulsory:  13 

No.  of  students  in  Grade  1 1  who  took  him  seriously:  51 

No.  of  students  in  Grade  1 1  who  didn't  show  up  anyway:  2         ^ 

No.  of  these  who  are  Italian:  2 

No.  of  these  who  will  become  hetero  life  mates  like  Jay  &  Silent  Bob:  2 

No.  of  awards  given  out  to  teachers  during  Teacher  Appreciation  Week:  88 
No.  of  teachers  who  still  know  where  their  certificates  are:  18 

No.  of  people  who  think  beans  and  franks  for  lunch  is  half  decent:  88 
No.  of  people  who  thought  their  tray  was  missing  franks  on  Friday:  150 
No.  of  people  who  think  beans  and  hummus  for  lunch  is  half  decent:  0 

No.  of  people  who  thought  the  hummus  was  misplaced  paint:  145 
No.  of  people  who  actually  know  what  hummus  is:  5 
No.  of  these  that  are  not  Middle-Eastern:  0 

No.  of  different  drinks  in  the  vending  machine  downstairs:  6 
No.  of  drinks  sold  daily:  200 
No.  of  these  that  are  iced  tea:  160 
No.  of  these  that  are  lemonade:  17 
No.  of  people  who  just  want  coke:  150 

Approximate  no.  of  computers  available  for  students  to  work  on  at  SHS:  1 10 

No.  of  students  who  use  the  computer  labs  on  a  regular  basis:  250 

No.  of  these  students  who  are  actually  working:  1 

No.  of  these  who  are  Tim:  1 

No.  of  these  who  are  playing  Pocket  Tanks,  Tony  Hawk,  or  Elasto-Mania:  249 

No.  of  students  who  use  SMART:  30 

No.  of  these  who  use  SMART  to  check  what's  for  lunch:  30 


